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ACSI Creative Writing


Dear Parent,


The ACSI Creative Writing Festival provides students an opportunity to use their writing abilities and skills. This student activity is not a competition but rather a program geared to help students improve their creative writing abilities.


In class, we have looked over the three ACSI categories, as well as discussed the guidelines (see below). All 4th grade students will be participating in our own 4th Kingdom Creative Writing Festival and have made our category selections. The next step would be the HCS Creative Writing Festival, and from there districts, then regionals. From your child’s past writing pieces, I believe that he/she would have a good chance of having his/her writing entered and would appreciate your input and guidance as well. Below are some key points that we will need to consider to accomplish this goal. Please feel free to email or call me anytime. The HCS Festival deadline is December 20th.
Objectives:

To provide an opportunity for students:

· To develop creative writing abilities and skills.
· To share their best written works with others.

· To have their best written works evaluated.



Categories & Expectations:

A. Short Story

The story may deal with a spiritual or historical personality, theme, or idea. The writer must stay within the bounds of moral and acceptable subject matter. Occult themes, ghosts, spooks, haunted houses, excessive fantasies, sexual innuendos, vulgar themes, and bathroom humor are not acceptable. The personalities may be of any era. The story may be, but is not limited to, fantasy, mystery, or comedy. It may also be true to life. Each word (a, an, the, etc.) is considered part of the word count.

1. Originality -- Does the story go beyond being predictable and trite at any point?

2. Adequate development -- Does the story “go anywhere” with the conflict?

3. Logical, believable plot -- Although there may be many elements of fantasy or unlikely coincidence, does the essence of the action seem plausible?

4. Character development -- Does any character stand out as an individual in any way?

5. Conflict resolution -- Is there a central conflict? Does the ending of the story bring some kind of closure to the conflict?

6. Setting -- Does the setting fit the story?

7. Word Limit -- 300-800 words

B. Essay/Narrative Criteria

The theme should be pertinent. The writer must develop a definition, concept, or idea. The subject may be a controversial one, but moral and spiritual values must be evident. An essay consists of an introduction, a body including two to five points, and a conclusion. Each word (a, an, the, etc.) is considered part of the word count.

1. Concepts -- Is there one main idea that controls the essay?
2. Creative -- At any point, is something fresh expressed about an idea?

3. Introduction -- Does the essay have a clear beginning point?

4. Purpose -- Is the writer’s purpose detectable?

5. Organization -- Is there a detectable flow of thought?

6. Conclusion -- Does the conclusion bring the idea to a close?

7. Word Limit -- 300-800 words

C. Poetry -- Rhymed or Free Verse

Topics may include those relating to nature, spiritual concepts, and the feelings and attitudes of people. The poem should evoke one’s thoughts, imagination, and emotions. Each word (a, an, the, etc.) is considered part of the word count.

1. Rhyme -- Does the poem achieve most of the rhymes with words that fit the meaning of the sentences?

2. Meter -- Do the lines move relatively smoothly?

3. Literary devices -- Does the poem ever create a word picture through vivid description, simile, metaphor, or other device?

4. Creativity -- Does the poem go beyond the ordinary at any point?

5. Theme -- Does an idea become evident at some point in the poem?

6. Poetic feel -- Does the poem do anything that could not be achieved just as well in prose?

7. Word Count- -- 25 to 100 words

Format

All works must be typed and doubled spaced. Type must be large enough for comfortable reading, no eye strain. Fonts must be at least size 12. No graphics, art, or presentation folders are allowed. Teachers/Parents are allowed to help with spelling, punctuation, and grammar, and editing, but the student must use his or her own words in making any revisions.
Judging
The festival is not a competition; students are rated against the evaluation form criteria, not against each other. At the district level, three judges will evaluate each entry. Each paper that receives a superior rating at the district level will be forwarded to the regional office for participation at the regional level.

1. The judges will deduct points for grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors (zero to five points).

2. Works that are under or over the word requirements will not be accepted.
3. Each judge will assign scores for the overall impact of the work. The overall impact of the score will be based on the following considerations:

a) The work touches or stirs the reader’s emotions such as anger, sorrow, and joy.

b) The work captures the reader’s attention, making him or her want to read it.
c) The work stimulates the reader’s thinking by sparking imagination, provoking thought, or recognizing truth.
Attached: Student’s Checklist
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